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AN ADDRESS 


TO THE PEOPLE ‘OF ENGLAND, 


Ar the end of that difaftrous war which fe- 
parated the moft flourifhing colonies, that had 
been fent forth by any nation, ancient or mo- 
dern, from the mother country, every patriotic 
Englifhman faw that event with regret. It 
was paft. It could not be recalled. “To make 
the beft of an ill managed bufinefs; to turn 
feeming evil to our advantage; and to endea- 


vour to regain the efteem and’ confidence of | 


America, could be the only defire of evéry 
wife man, who wifhed well to the two coun- 
trices, 
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In the prefent political ftate of Great Bri- 
tain, which is manufacturing and commercial, 
we cannot exift, but by a connection with fo- 
Py reign nations: we live by our foreign cuftom- 
i) ers: take them away, and the whole face of 
} our affairs would be totally changed. No 


ia doubt, if Great Britain were to live within 
r herfelf, fhe would {till be a powerful empire, 
“8 and command refpeé& among the nations of 


Europe; but the revolution that would take 
place on fuch an event would produce a tem- 
porary ruin to the prefent generation: there- 
a forc, every wellwifher to his country would 
} te be forry to fee fo great a change, and mutt be 
bi | defirous of fupporting our commercial and 
| manufacturing eftablifhments ; and, of courfe, 
Bi. ‘to preferve fo valuable a cuftomer as Ame- 
| rica. 





It is of little importance to Englifhmen what 
laws the Americans are governed by, confider- 
ed in the abftract; but it is of the utmoft con- 
fequence, whether they will continue to be our 
cuftomers. ‘The population of that country is 
increafing with greater rapidity than any other 
Quarter of the Globe: though I believe their 
politicians are too fanguine in their expec- 
tations on that head; and, have founded their 
data on wrong principles: neverthele(s, it muft 
be confeffed that population will proceed ra- 

} pidly, even if their government fhould (as they 
hah have done) check the progrefs of nature: and, 
h : fhall we defpife a fet of cuftomers who are con- 
nN tinually 
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tinually multiplying, or throw any difficulties 
in the way of our mutual friendfhip ? 


At the clofe of the war, every one believed 
that if we could fecure the exclufive trade of 
America, that there was nothing loft by the 
conteit: but the difficulty lay in fecuring that 
trade. France, our natural enemy ; Germany 
to whom America is indebted for the moft in- 
duftrious part of her citizens; and the Eaft- 
Indies, from which we are not able to exclude 
them, are manufacturing nations which were 
likely to fhare in the trade of that great con- 
tinent. Nothing ‘remained for Great Britain, 
but to endeavour to gain an influence in the 
councils of her late colonies, now become inde- 
pendent ftates. But when we confider the na- 
ture of the governments exercifed over that 
country, nothing could be conceived more 
difficult. Thirteen independent governments, 
and feveral more, in embryo, could not be 
ealily influenced by foreign councils. The 
general government, or what was then called 
*¢ the continental congrefs” had very little 
power to enforce its ordinances. 


So that that government, had no more virtual 
power over the ftates, than what Great Britain 
expected to regain; viz. an influence over their 
councils; and, an attention in them, to its re- 
commendations. It was therefore the intereft, 
as it was the defign of Great Britain, to endea- 
vour to concentrate the powers of government 
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as much as poflible in the conprefs, efpecially 
that part of it which relates to foreign nations: 
fuch as, the power of making treaties, and lay- 
ing impofts. ‘That object being gained, there 
would then be a point at which we might direct 
our artillery. At that time nothing was to be 
done but by the infinuation and addrefs of our old 
friends the loyalifts; whom, it was well known, 
confifted of nearly half the American people: 
for, we had on our fide, not only thofe, who 
had, like truly loyal fubjects, fought againf{t in- 
dependence, but all thofe, who, hating the 
anarchy of republicanifm, wifhed for a govern- 
ment fimilar to England, a limited monarchy ; 
all thefe, and they are the moft refpectable for 
wealth, learning and influence, were on our 
fide and feconded our views in bringing the 
government to one focus: they, that they 
might obtain honours, rank and power, and we, 
(Great Britain), that we might have a point on 
which to erect our influential engine, which, 
like that contemplated by Archimedes, fhould 
move the earth. 


What feconded all our views, in a kind of 
miraculous manner, was that diftraction which 
naturally follows all great revolutions in go- 
vernment. The fovereign people (as, I believe, 
every fovereign people will always be) were 
divided. One party contended about forms of 
government: and the other, afliduoufly fought 
after private intereft, de{pifing thofe who looked 
farther than perfonal aggrandizement. Each 
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of thefe parties again, fhot out into innume- 
rable ramifications, of which it is needlefs for 
me at prefent to give the detail. ‘The moft 
prominent however among the politicians were 
the republicans and limited monarchifts ; and 
among the /e/fi/h there was a ftrange contrariety 
of efforts which at leaft deferve fome notice, 
as it fhews the difaftrous effets of fudden 
changes in government. ‘The fovereign peo- 
| ple, tag rag and bob tail, men of information, 
and men of no information, finding themfelves 
in poffeffion of immenfe tracts of back country; 
of the free navigation of the ocean, from which 
they had been, in fome meafure, for their own 
good, reftricted; in poffeflion of the privilege 
of manufacturing for themfelves, from which 
alfo they had been wifely reftrained, that they 
might be employed in more profitable occupa- 
tions, without clafhing with the intereft of the 
mother country: finding themfelves, I fay, in 
poffeflion of thefe new acquirements, every one 
of the /elfi/h thought of nothing but realizing 
immente fortunes in a fhort time. 


On one fide was feen the fpeculators in land. 
Vain would it be for me to detcribe their exag- 
gerated hopes. In the fanciful vifions which 
their own imaginations created, they faw all 
the nobility of Europe driven from that quarter 
of the globe, by the ‘** volcanic irruptions” of 
liberty and equality, which then began to make 
its appearance, pouring their riches into Ame- 
rica, and purchafing their back land. ‘The 
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value of fome of thofe lands, in particular fi- 
tuations, had abfolutely increafed fifty fold; 
and, according to yankee reafoning, fuch would 
be the proportional increafe for ages. Ame- 
rican lands were offered for fale in every capital 
city in Europe ; and many Europeans become 
the dupes of American {windlers. We have 
only to rejoice that thofe dupes were generally 
the outcafts of European countries, who were 
entrapped in cobwebs of their own weaving. 
How much mutt it not gladden the heart of every 
true born Englifhman, zealous for his king and 
country, and happy inthe union of church and 
ftate, whenl inform them, that the arch traitor 
Prieftley was one of thofe dupes: and that his 
fortune, formerly employed with too much fuc- 
cefs to fap the foundation of every thing noble 
and grand in the fabric of our Gothic inftitu- 
tions, is now pocketed by an American land 
fpeculating-fwindler ; and, that all that re- 
mains to him of his former greatnefs, is fome 
twenty or thirty thoufand acres of land fituated 
among rocks and dreadful precipices, 40 miles 
from any habitation, and yet untrodden by the 
foot of man. And as for poor Cooper, his co- 
adjutor, though it is almoft impoflible he could 
fuffer too much for pubhfhing that infamous 
lying pamphlet in 1794, with a view of in- 
veigling, kidnapping and trepanning his ma- 
jefty’s liege fubjects from a happy mediocrity, 
obtained by moderate labour, in the boiom of 
civil fociety, to the wilds of Northumbra- 
Pennfylvania, inhabited by wild beafts, and men 
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worfe than favages, men under whofe inhofpi- 
table roof no man ever entered but to be fwind- 
led: Poor Cooper! is at this moment languifh- 
ing in Pennfylvania jail, a victim of the perfidy 
of his neighbours and of the American “* chief 
who now commands.” 


True born Britons! you in whofe nature a 
vindictive fpirit never entered, could you wifh 
_ tofee your enemies, thofe enemies bredin your 
own bofom, meet a more juit retribution for 
their crimes. 


But what adds to the meafure of their calami- 
ties, is, that they are hated and defpifed bythe 
American people, who, ignorant of their talents, 
{ce in them only the diforganizers and deftroyers 
of all government. But who, my dear coun- 
trymen, infli@ed the laft part of their punifh- 
ment—Peter Porcupine is the man: he it was 
that held them up as traitors, parricides and 
athiefts to America, and reprefented their phi- 
lofophy as the breath of peftilence to every civil 
fociety. 


But the Americans themfelves alfo fell into 
their own toils: Europeans were foon unde- 
ceived with refpeét to the quality of the lands ; 
and, therefore immenfe traés of mountain lay 
unfold, and abforbed that capital, which might 
have been employed in improving improvable 
lands, and was the ruin of many an American 
land jobber. 
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Another clafs of fovereign citizens were thofe 
vho dreamt of making their fortunes by trading 
With foreign nations: but, there being little 
money in the country (the {pecie having been 
exhaufted in the war) it was referved for our 
pretended friends only, who could obtain credit 
in England, to commence that undertaking. 
So have I feen two foldiers, in the barracks at 
Halifax, on the day before pay day, the one 
having bilked the landlady durft not afk for 
more credit; the other, equally guilty, but 
who had not been feen in the nefarious tran- 
faction, had the impudence to run his face for a 
pint of whifkey.—In the fame manner, thofe 
cowardly tories, who, wifhing well to England, 
had not the courage to fight for her, now had 
the impudence to folicit credit from that coun- 
try whom they had treacheroufly oppofed by 
ftanding neuter on the day of trial. The Eng- 
lifh merchants and manufacturers are not f{cru- 
pulous about giving credit. The quakers in 
Pennfylvania, and our friends in other ftates, 
met with fuccefs in their firft undertaking 
beyond example, and equal to the firft {pecu- 
lators in land; fo that it was difficult to deter- 
mine which was the moft profitable fpeculation : 
fome of thefe adventurers, with a view of mak- 
ing the moft of every thing, fold whole car- 
eoes of Inglifh goods for half their original 
coft, in order to ipeculate in the purchafe of 
back lands: but the lands remain unfold; the 
creditors in England unpaid, andthe debtor om 
{peculator, runaway, injail, or become bankrupt. 
‘The 
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The third clafs of felfifh men produced by the 
revolution were thofe who directed their atten- 
tion to manufacturing. It was fuppofed that 
the legiflatures would make laws favourable to 
their intereft, in order to raife America from a 
nominal to a real independence; and, the ftate 
legiflatures feemed, at that time, to fecond their 
views. ‘This was an enterprize, the moft fe- 
rious that could arife, to the interefts of Eng- 
land, and various were the fchemes attempted 
by our agents to ftrangle the infant Hercules in 
the cradle. It has been accomplifhed equal to 
our moft fanguine wifhes. In the other {pecu- 
lations thoufands were ruined, but thoufands 
alfo made immenfe fortunes: But, fortunately 
for Great Britain, in the manufacturing projects, 
there was a general wreck: not an individual 
was faved ; and fuch is now, happily, the diflike 
to thofe undertakings, that this generation muft 
pafs away, before any attempts will be madeto 
revive them. 


Previous to the revolution America could 
not manufacture a hob-nail for her own ufe; 
this prohibition was the effec of a Britifh a& 
of parliament: and the folly of American pro- 
jectors has prolonged that prohibition which 
the omnipotence of our parliament attempted 
in vain. Such is the almighty power of filent 
ever-wakeful Britifh influence. After America 
had {pilt the blood of her braveft men, in a 
conteft for feven years to obtain independence, 
it was rendered a mere bubble by the intriguing 
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genius of Englifhmen, and their friends, dif 
perfed through the ftates. The tories have no 
talents for the field, but in the cabinet their 
powers are wonderful. ‘The overthrow of thefe 
manufacturing eftablifhments muft be confi- 
dered as\a chef -d’euvre ; whether we regard 
the means by which it was. accomplifhed, or 
the grand. end that was fteadily kept in view ; 
(viz.) to.keep. faft hold of the fkirts of the gar- 
ments of Columbia, and let her on no account 
go. As tothe means of deftruction, it was va- 
rious, as the character of the owners, the fitua- 
tion, or nature of the eftablifhments. Some- 
times by fire ; but moft generally by inundating 
the markets with goods of the fame manufadiure 
from, this country, and felling them far below 
the prime coft, in order to drive American ma- 
nufactures out of their own market. Another 
method was, to recommend Englifh artifls of. 
no talents to their notice, as men of the firft 
rate abilities. But what favoured us ‘more 
than any thing elfe was, the warthat broke out 
about. this time betwixt France and England. 
The, manufacturies of France were cut up. 
‘Phofe demagogues who had feized the reins of 
government in that country, totally ignorant 
of the mode of warfare that ought to have been 
purfued againft us, fuffered their own manu- 
facturiesto dwindle, whilft ours gained ftrength 
by their downfal, Jt was completely in their 
power, at onetime, tohave crippled our cotton 
manufacture, by harafling the tranfportation of 
cotton wool; and guarding with vigilance 
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thofe places from whence we have the bef 
fiagte' by this means the Brazil and Surinam 
cotton, without which we cannot make our 
fineft muflins, might have been raifed fo high in 
the foreign market as to prevent their confump- 
tion: or, even at times, by a fcarcity, throw 
half the Scots and Manchefter manufacturies 
idle for want of wool. But what did thefe 
French demagogues do? by fetting the blacks 
at liberty in the Weft-Indies, the war whoop 
was raifed, which drove to the Atlantic ‘fhores 
20,000 Frenchmen, and filver in {pécié to thé 
amount of 40 millions of dollars 3 a-fum which 
at leaft doubled the {pecie in the United States, 
the confequence of which was, that the price 
of manual labour, and every article of con- 
fumption was doubled. Thus, a ftate of things 
was introduced, which made it impoffible for 
the infant manufacturies of America to contend 
with the old eftablifhed ones of England. 





During this period of {fpeculation we are now 
{peaking of, there arofe a fet of fwindlers of a 
new defcription; the nature of whofe villany, 
the goodnefs of our laws make us totally unac- 
quainted with, thefe men fet about projecting 
{ome internal improvement upon the face of the 
country, for the general accommodation of the 
fovereign people, fuch as canals, bridges, quays, 
manufacturies, turnpike roads, &c. of Which 
America is greatly deftitute: in fhort, every 
project that a fertile imagination could con- 
ccive, was to be executed by a /oftery ; every 
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body, young and old, richand poor, who could 
raife ten dollars, from Vermont to Georgia, 
were fubfcribers to fome one or other of thefe 
lotteries, in hopes of making fudden and rapid 
fortunes. But they all turned out no more 
than a bag of moonfhine: fome of thefe lotte- 
ries were never drawn; fome feven years in 
drawing, and others, after they had been 
drawn, the prizes could never be known, or if 
known obtained. It was in vain to profecute 
them ; they fhifted the blame from one to ano- 
ther, and the only perfon allowed to be refpon- 
fible, you would find either in jail, or dead, or 
run away. 


But the moft barefaced, fhamelefs, hardened 
villain that I ever heard of, who had any con- 
nection with thefe lotteries was one Blodget. 
Although it was notorious that he had {windled 
the proprietors of Wafhington lottery tickets, 
to the amount of 0,000 dollars, he had ftill 
the impudence to thruft himfelf into the bett 
company (but the beft is no great things) in 
Philadelphia. Many a time I have had a 
month’s mind to kick the rafcal out of my fhop, 
when he came there fkulking, and claiming an 
acquaintance, on account of the fimilarity of 
our political opinions. Ithought fuch a fellow 
would difgrace any opinions; and fo it would 
any where but in Philadelphia. But as I was 
then fhooting at higher game, in which the 
puppy might be ferviceable, I thought it beft 
to let him fometimes trot at my heels, coupled 
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to parfon Abercrombie, or any other of the 
{paniel tribe. 


Could you have imagined, my dear country- 
men, that in America, where there are plenty 
of lands to cultivate, and where it is inthe power 
of any young induftrious man to acquire a de- 
cent farm of his own, that the whole continent, 
from one end to the other, fhould be taken up 
in fuch wild {peculations as I have defcribed ? 
Was it poflible for you to think, that thofe very 
manufacturies, by which you have gained fuch 
immenfe riches, and eclipfed everyother nation, 
fhould be totally defpifed by the people: dit- 
couraged by the baihiteres > and, confequent- 
ly, the ruin of thofe who engaged in them ? 
Such is, however, the fact, and you may rejoice 
in it; if they are fools you reap the advantage 
of that folly: and there is zow no hazard in 
declaring it; ‘their opinions of commerce, 
the arts and agriculture, are fixed into preju- 
dices, which nothing but poverty and a new 


generation can effacc: yes! when they become _ 


{fo poor that they are unable to purchafe your 
manufactures, they will then ceafe to purchafe 
them, but not till then. When they are be- 
come fo poor, as not to be able to eftablith 
manufa¢turies, then they will think of efta- 
blifhing them; but not till then.—They fay, 
** How can we ever be poor, while we have {fo 
much land!” but they might confider that land 
is not riches, until it be cultivated; and that 
there is no encouragement for cultivation when 
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the produce cofts as much to bring it to market 
as it is worth; that manufacturies bring the 
market to the farmer’s door; and draws the 
farms clofer together; whereas a want of 
thefe, keeps the cultivators afunder, and makes 
them occupy a greater {pace of ground. 


When you contemplate America at a dif 
tance, you are apt to figure to yourfelves a 
country, where the people are pleafed with a 
rural life, andthat in their houfes peace, honef- 
ty, and fimplicity reigns; that their hofpitality 
to {trangers is unbounded, and that they have 
no occafion to ufe any low cunning or craft in 
the way of bargaining, for the fake of a trifling 
gain: but, be not deceived, the very reverfe of 
this, would be a genuine pidure of the Ame 
rican character. 


Having thus taken a curfory view of the 
felfifh party, we fhallturn again to the views of 
the politicians, and their formations into par- 
tics. It cannot be denied, that, a confiderable 
portion of the people of North America, not- 
withftanding their love of independence, were 
prejudiced in favour of a limited monarchy, 
fimilar to that of Great Britain. Under the 
protection of our government, they had arrived 
at amore perfect {tate of civil liberty than the 
colonies of any other European nation. When 
they turned their eyes to Mexico, Peru, the 
Brazils or any of the Antilles, nothing was to 
be feen but flavery, under various garbs: the 
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human mind held in bondage, and prevented 
from developing its powers. Whereas Anglo- 
America, hadno other appearance of being anew 
country, than the extent of uncultivated land, 
and the want of fome of thofe Gothic ornaments 
which indicate the antiquity of fome of our in- 
{titutions.. In. England we have laws, cuftoms 
and ufages, whofe origin is fo wrapt up in the 
dark ages, that it is impoflible for human inge- 
nuity to trace them.to their fource; whereas 
in the United States—though man and his pre- 
judices. be the fame as in Europe—yet this cir- 
cum{tance gives it the appearance of a new 
country, that not any family, or opinion, or re- 
ligion, has yet obtained a pre-eminence over 
another; and therefore, upon the whole, our 
late colonies has more the refemblance of an 
engrafted branch, from an old trunk, which 
immediately gives fruit, than a plant raifed 
from feed, which yields no fruit for many years. 
The learned, therefore, amongft our former 
colonifts, were able to know, and appreciate, 
the value of our glorious conftitution ; and, 
(like a good apprentice, who, though he is not 
willing to ferve longer than the term of his ap- 
prenticefhip, is, neverthelefs, defirous of fol- 
lowing the fame trade after the example of his 
matter, who. has been enriched by the calling) 
were determined, without venturing on new 
ground, to have a conftitution of government fi- 
milar toour own. Onthe other hand, their revo- 
lution not being the work ofone man, or evenbo- 
dy of men (though Wafhington occupies 4 con- 
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f{picuous nich in the edifice), it was difficult to 
determine who fhould be the head of the ftruc- 
ture, or fill upthe intermediate grades from him 
tothe people. It was evident that to form fuch 
an arrangement, and to choofe from fuch an 
infinite number of pretenfions, would caufe 
great heart-burnings, and produce more foes 
than friends, 


The leaders of an army in time of war, are 
not always qualified to guide the councils of a 
nation in peace; and thofe who know the cha- 
racter of the American oflicers, muft acknow- 
ledge, with due deference to their bravery, 
that they were no more capable of exercifing 
the civil offices in a ftate, generally, than the 
tavern keepers of England would be fit to fuc- 
ceed the lords and commons. For thefe rea- 
fons, the withes of fenfible Americans, with ref 
pect to their future fyftem of government was 
fufpended for a time; or, until the foldiers 
fhould mix into the ma{s of citizens,. and be 
forgotten, or no longer regarded. 


It was in vain to ftifle the pretenfions of thofe 
men who had {tood forward in the revolution. 
‘They had been active and attentive to the in- 
terefts of America; and it was not eafy, what- 
ever might be their talents, to command them 
into filence ; or that their companions in arms, 
fhould tell them not to intermeddle in the af- 
fairs of that country whom they equally had 
endeavoured to emancipate: hence the origin 
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ef the two political parties, which agitate 
North America. ‘The republicans appeared 
to be the ftrongeft ; and to have the beft rea- 
fons on their fide; becaufe republican inftitu- 
tions were already formed throughout the 
{tates ; the greater number of officers, both in 
the militia and civil departments, being elected 
by the people; a fyftem which is eternally 
ftanding in oppofition to, and controlling the 
beft concerted fchemes ofthe ftatefman. ‘The 
monarchifts, again,. were powerful by their 
talents, their riches, and by their conneétions 
with Great Britain; and, above all, by the in- 
fluence of Wafhington, who fecretly inclined 
that way. “To one or other of thefe parties, 
each of the /e/fi/h ranged themfelves, as intereft 
directed. The merchants were unanimoufly 
in favour of monarchy, and an intimate con- 
nection with Great Britain—becaufe, from that: 
country, they gained their credit and riches. 


The land fpeculators were alfo for monar- 


chy, becaufe to that form of government an 
ariftocracy is a neceffary appendage. And, 
who, I may afk, is fo proper to be created 
dukes, and earls, and peers,: as men of great 
landed property? Each of thefe, therefore,, 
having an imaginary coronect on his head, defs 
pifed the. mafs of the people; and were eager 
to aflift, or fecond the views of Great Britain, 
in concentrating the powers of the American 
government. 
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It was, however, in my opinion, diametrie 
cally oppofite to the intereft of the land fpe- 
culators to promote a connection with our 
country ; population ought to have been their 
fole objec ; for we know that commerce, with- 
out the arts, gives no great or lafting {pring to 
population. But the love of honours and the 
luft of power dazzled the underftandings of 
thefe men; and we have feen them laying ob- 
ftructions in the way of population, by render- 
ing emigrations difadvantageous ; and feconding 
the views of this country, becaufe our parti- 
zans favoured their ariftocratic projeéts. 


As to thefe who had undertaken manufac- 
tures, they were generally favourable to res 
publican principles ; but were equally zealous 
to give greater powers to the general govern- 
ment; hoping, that fuoch reftrictions would be 
laid on the importation of foreign goods, as to 
encourage their infant undertakings, and keep 
the {pecte in the country. 


All parties were therefore zealous to 
ftrengthen and extend the powers of the gene- 
ra! government ; and there was no divifion, ex- 
cept as to the extent of thofe powers. The 
friends of Great Britain had-no other motive 
for preferring a monarchy to any other form of 
government, than the facility which that form 
would give to eftablifh and continue an in- 
fluence, fo neceffary to fupport our trade with 
the ftates, 
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When the federal government was formed, 
it was, for all thefe reafons, hardly what any of 
the parties wifhed it to be. It was the beft 
however that any of them could obtain. It 
was a conftitution made up of compromifes. 
But what pleafed our party, andthe parties who 
feconded our views, was, that it contained fome 
doubtful claufes, which a prefident, under our 
influence, might eafily conftrue to mean more 
than met the eye. Again, the treaty-making 
power being lodged almoft entirely in the pre- 
fident, pointed out to us the place to which we 
ought to dire& our artillery. Moreover, by 
this inftrument, treaties are declared to be the 
fupreme law of the land, which already has been 
interpreted to mean, that they are fuperior to 
the laws of congrefs, and that when the one 
comes in competition with the other, the laws 
of congrefs muft cede to the treaty. Here was 
a great point gained: George III. and John 
Adams, if they are agreed, can make laws to 
bind America in all cafes whatsoever, and we 
all know that as long as a king of England has 
a million of fecret fervice money, a prefident 
of America will never be found who could find 
in his heart to difagree from fo amiable a mo- 
narch. Some people are indeed of opinion that 
fhould Jefferfon fiicceed to that office he would 
be above a br-be, and I myfelf have fome rea- 
fon to believe it; but of fuch an event there is 
not the fmalleft probability. 


The whole electors for prefident and vice- 
Oo 2 prefident 


























prefident are only about. 130 3 which at sooo 
dollars each, makes only 650,000 dollars; a 
fum not worth mentioning, when it is to pur- 
chafe the right of binding America in all cafes 
whatfoever. But to br-be every elector is not 
neceffary—two in Pennfylvania, two in New- 
Jerfey, two in Maryland, and two in North- 
Carolina are all that is wanted. The other 
{tates are all determined for, or againft us. 


The republicans were reconciled te the con- 
ftitution, becaufe it guaranteed to every and 
each of the {tates a republican form of govern- 
ment: but that has been got over; John Adams 
having declared, that ‘‘ a republican govern- 
ment means any thing or nothing.” A fact fo 
true and fo happily expreifed, that. we fhould 
be under infinite obligations to the man who 
made it, if he were otherways a man to be de- 
pended on. But he is not, which will be feen 
in due time. 


When the federal conftitution was ratified, 
the majority of all parties joined in the general 
joy. ‘The monarchifts thinking they had gained 
the firft {tep towards royalty ; and the republi- 
cans imagining they had confolidated the re- 
public. The firft feffion or two of congrefs 
paffed over with little jarring: but fucha ‘hate 
of things could not be expected to continue 
long in a popular affembly. ‘The monarchilts, 
on the one hand, began to fhew a difpofition to 
increafe the power of the prefident; at the 

fame 
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fame time the republicans, jealous of that 
power, endeavoured to promote the interefts 
of the people ; whilft our miniftry, ever atten- 
tive to the interefts of the empire, thought it 
proper to attempt to conciliate the minds of 
Americans towards England and Englifhmen ; 
again{t whom, that bitter enmity, generated by 
a long and cruel war, was not by any means 
abated: and, as a part of the fame fy{tem, to 
fow the feeds of difcord between Americans 
and Frenchmen. ‘This could only be done by 
means of the prefs. It was about this period 
that I arrivedin Philadelphia, where I attended 
congrefs daily ; obtained a little knowledge of 
the leaders of each party; and meditated on 
my future method of attack on the republicans ; 
‘whom I foon found, were thofe who retained 
the moft implacable hatred againft England and 
Enelifh connetlions. Happy fhould I have been, 
if 1 could have recommended the anarchy of 
republicanifm, to the virtuous Americans: but 
I {tudied the intereft of my country. Tomake 
the name of Englifhman a friendly found—to 
recommend an imitation of our government, 
our fafhions, our propenfities, and finally to 
make them pay a tribute to England, through 
the medium of her manufactures, was the ob- 
je neareft my heart: for this purpofe france, 
Frenchmen, republicanifm, and all their par- 
tizans, were from thence forward to become 
the objects of my keeneft fatire. 


And now, my dear countrymen, you who 
fhall 
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fhall do me the honour to read thofe works, 
which were undertaken upon principles of the 
pureft patriotifm, excufe me, wlien you find the 
language fometimes bordering upon the ftyle 
wied in a certain market near pémletheidae, 
or in a certain parifh near Tottenham-court- 
road, and deviating from that urbanity you fo 
much admire; for you muft know, that the 
ftyle I have adopted is the fame originally im- 
ported into thofe ftates by their illuftrious fore- 
fathers, who were, for the moft part, emigrants 
from that celebrated parifh, and who made that 
venerable manfion, which {tood formerly at the 
top of Snow-hill, their general rendezvous 5 a 
ftyle which fill holds its pre-eminence, and 
takes the lead of every other; and which the 
ladies of Philadelphia pra@ife with a charming 
oTacee 


My firft work was a pamphlet; called, ‘‘ Ob- 
fervations on the Emigration of Doéor Prieft- 
ley.’”? It attracted the public attention, but my 
bookfelier, a tame, time-ferving, goofe of a 
fellow, robbed me of the profits. My ardour, 
for the caufe of my country, did not, however, 
abate; and I was encouraged to proceed, by 
feveral occurrences which took place at that 
time, and which feemed to promife a favour- 
able iffue to the undertaking. We had, all a 
long reckoned, that if we could get over Wafh- 
inoton fully into our views, that the bufinefs 
was more than half done. Wewere certain that 
he favoured us; but he could not be pufhed 
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forward to act. He was one of thofe men that 
lay watching for favourable opportunities, and 
did not fail, promptly, to profit by them, when 
they prefented; but he did not poffefs that 
daring fpirit, which could create occafions ; 
neither could he be brought to be open and 
explicit refpecting his intentions. His opi- 
nions, therefore, were gathered more by in- 
ference from his actions, than by verbal or 
written declarations. ‘The proclamation of 
neutrality, augured well—but the appointment 
of one of our warmeft friends to the important 
place of fecretary of the treafury, was to me 
an indubitable proof that we might rely on the 
cautious efforts of Wafhington. His appro- 
bation of the fyftem of taxation by an excite, 
was another corroborating circumftance. His 
manner of appointing Jay, on the celebrated 
miflion, confirmed the wavering; and the arts 
by which a trifling aifray was exaggerated into 
rebellion, we confidered as a chef d’euvre in 
political gencralfhip. If any doubt ftill re- 
mained of his attachment to our caufe (mo- 
narchy and an alliance with Great Britain), 
they were completely difpelled by his fpeech 
to congrefs in December, 17943; which is-a 
good paraphrafe on the {peech that his majefty, 
made to his parliament in 1776, when {peaking 
of his deluded fubje&s in North-America. 
From all thefe circumftances it appeared clear 
tome, that our enemies, the republicans, might 
be attacked openly and boldly with impunity, 
I therefore determined to give them no reft or 
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quarter. But as the mode of warfare by 
pamphleteering was too expenfive as well as 
ineficacious, by not meeting the eye of the 
multitude; and apt to grow languid for want 
of oppofition, I refolved to eftablifh a daily 
newi{paper. 


It is well known, that at the period I am 
{peaking of, there was not one good paper 
in the United States, conducted by any man of 
common capacity; and where there was any 
abilities, they were all agairftus. The Aurora, 
a paper which fupported the republican intereft,. 
was the only one in which there was the fhadow 
ef talents; but he was cowardly, and all my 
art could never bring him out into the open 
field of argument ; not all the abufe that could 
be beftowed on himfelf, his friends, his princi- 
ples, or even on the memory of old Lightning 
Rod, his grandfather, could roufe him into open 
warfare or to adopt a fyftem of defence. His 
talents, which were, certainly, refpectable, 
were confined to an abufe of the Britifh and 
their American adherents, and a defence of the 
abominable French principles of liberty and 
equality: from this latter circumftance, how- 
ever,@ took advantage to reprefent him and 
his party as penfioners of France; a battery 
that did great execution; and which was well, 
feconded by my /o:-disant friends, Harper, 
Otis, Rutledge, and Dana, in congrefs. “This 
attack we kept up with unceafing afliduity, 
until all America was convinced of its truth ; 
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and, the Aurora, the name of Franklin, and 
even the words republic and republican,” be- 
came odious, and ufed as terms of reproach. 
If in all my attacks, Ihad been as well feconded 
as I was in this, and the black cockade bufinefs, 
(which fhall be more particularly noticed by 
and bye) an hereditary firft magiftrate might 
now have quieted America, and an alliance of- 
fenfive and defenfive with Great Britain, would 
have protected that country, from foreign in- 
fults. But what fhall I fay! Or what can be 
faid? but that there is no dependance on the 
word of'an American. I imagined thatI could 
place unbounded confidence and certain reliance 
on Harper, Otis, Dana, Rutledge, and many 
others in congrefs; on Fenno, Noah Webfter, 
Ben. Ruffell, and many more of my fellow la- 
bourers, in different parts of the union: but 
the timid’ flaves wiil bark, chatter, and fhew 
their teeth, with great courage, when little or 
no oppofition is made; but the moment they 
receive a bite or a {mart ftroke, which touches 
them to the quick, they immediately run off 
(la queu entre les jambes) like other fpaniels. 
It was this that made Wafhington, the immor- 
tal Wafhington himfelf, retire. His retiring 
from the dbu/y fcenes of public life, which 
was blazoned forth in Europe as the moft 
heroic action, was only a maneuvre to a- 
void public fcrutiny of character. But he is 
not here meant to be implicated with tho/fe 
wretches who deferted the caufe, or in the end 
were lukewarm towards it. Hz, never thought 
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of carryiny the grand obje&, by any other 
means than by calm, peaceable perfuafion, and 
by time and patience. The revolution had 
been gained and independence eftablifhed prin- 
cipally by thofe means; and they were, in his 
mind, infallible remedies to every political ma- 
lady ; when, therefore, he faw that we were 
determined to take the citadel by ftorm, he re- 


tired; not that he difliked the obje&, but the 
means. 


All parties affected to regret the lofs of 
Wafhington, but none were truly forry. His 
culpable procraftination and delay in forward- 
ing the happinefs of America, by not giving 
her an hereditary firft magiftrate, when it was 
believed to be in his power, gave the monarch- 
ifts (who had now taken the appellation of fede- 
ralifts) hope, that their views would be better 
anfwered by John Adams, whom they knew to 
be more fond of violent meafures, to gain his 
ends. His letters, written during the war, were 
an evidence that he would not hefitate about 
trifles. 


A letter from. John Adams, dated Amfterdam, 
igth of December, 1780, to Thomas Cufhing, 
lieutenant governor of Maffachufetts, con- 
tains the following paragraph: 


*¢ It is true I believe, what you fuggeft, that 

** lord North fhewed a difpofition to give up 
** the conteft, but was diverted from it, not 
* unlikely 
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unlikely by the reprefentation of the Ame- 
ricans in London, who, in conjunction with 
their co-adjutors in America, have been 
thorns to us indeed on both fides of the wa 
ter: but I think their career might have been 
{topped on your fide, if the executive officers 
had not been too timid in a point which Ifo 
ftrenuoufly recommended at firft, namely, 
to fine, imprifon and hang.all inimical to the 
caufe, without favour or affection! 1 forefaw 
the evil that would arife from that quarter 
** and wifhed to have ftopt it I would have 
“* hanged my own brother, if he had took a part 
** with our enemy in this contef?.” 





This was a fufficient proof to convince us, 
that whatever were the objeéts to be purfued 
during the adminiftration of John Adams, they 
would be purfued with an unfeeling feverity. 
His inaugural {peech at the commencement of 
that moft extraordinary feffion, was calculated 
to ftop the carpings of the republican party, 
and to elevate our hopes ; he might, however, 
have fpared his retrofpective refletions upon 
the unfortunate revolution. Could he not 
have put America in mind of his great fervices, 
without opening thofe wounds and making them 
bleed afrefh, which it was his intereft to heal 
up’? But the old man, is fo fond of letting the 
world know that he was a member of that con- 
prefs which declared America independent, 
that he muft allude to it on every occafion. If 
he had ever been ina more perilous fituation to 
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ferve the republic, it would have been remem- 
bered and that forgotten. But John managed 
his matters fo well, as never to fee a fhot fired 
in anger. 


What alfo fhould have prevented him from 
recalling thofe odious reflections, might have 
been the remembrance that Jefferfon, his pre- 


fent political opponent, was the penman of that 
declaration. 


John was no fooner elevated to the dignity 
of -prefident, than he longed to fhew his power, 
and put his {chemes in action; an opportunity 
foon offered of calling congrefs together, ref- 
pecting the miffion to France. On that occa- 
fion I expected no other than a declaration of 
war again{ft that country; and, as a confe- 
quence of that meafure, an alliance offenfive 
and defenfive withEngland. But a declaration 
of open war, met with fo much oppofition from 
the republicans, that the monarchifts, with John 
Adams at their head, were contented with half 
meafures ; a mongrel ftate, neither of war nor 
peace; but which demonftrated the nullity of 
the conftitution, which fays, Sect. 8.. The con- 
gre{s fhall have power—to declare war—Now 
it is certain that congrefs never did declare 
war, though they entered into a fyftem of de- 
fence, which had the appearance of warlike 
preparations. But, every one knows, that na- 
tions may put on a warlike afpect without being 
actually engaged init. Nor did the American 
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or French citizens underfland that they were 

at war with each other, until it was declared 

from the judiciary. A very curious queftion 

indeed to come before a court of juftice, and the 

firft time in the hiftory of nations, that ever 

war was declared by a judge. A declaration 

of war, every one knows ought to be a folemn 

and public act, of the executive, that the {ub- 

jects of either power may know the relation they 

{tand into each other: but all our influence not 

being able to prevail on congrefs to declare | 
war againft the French, a mean was found to | 
evade the conftitution, and judge Wafhington 

has lately, from the bench, as judge Chafe, in 

the cafe of Cooper, had done before him, de- 

clared, the two countries, France and Ame- 

rica, to be at war—inferring that, from certain 

doubtful parts of the acts of congrefs which 

ought to be as clear as noon day. 


I only mention this at prefent, to fhew, of 
how little ufe, are thofe written conftitutions 
which have been the boaft of the democrats, ever 
fince written conftitutions came in fafhion. It 
would be eafy for me to fhew that the principal | 
parts of the conftitution of the United States | 
have been infringed already; and in a few 
years, if John Adams continues prefident it will i 
be curious to obferve into what ftrange forms i 
he fhall have twifted it ; and I hope my friend, Hy 
J. W. Fenno, will fend us over a picture of the 
practife, that we may compare it with the | 
theory, or written conititution. | 


Already 
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Already many of the powers vefted in cons 
erefs have been, by them, beftowed on the prefis 
dent. In particular, the power of raifing and 
fupporting armies, is, by an act paffed by con- 
orefs, transferred to him ; and he is made the 
fole judge of the neceflity of raifing a regular 

army, to the extent of 10,000 men; and with- 
out any reftrictions as to the number of volun- 
teers who fhould arm and equip themfelves at 
their own expenfe. 


The conftitution alfo gives power to con- 
prefs, ** to provide and maintain a navy :” 
but they have authorifed the prefident to ac- 
cept, by way of loan, of any number of fhips 
that may be offered to him. ‘The conftitution 
has alfo given power to congrefs “‘ to bor row 
money on the credit of the United States :’ 
but they have given the prefident power to 
borrow 8,000,000 of dollars, without any limi- 
tation as to the amount of the intereft to be paid 
on the loan. Thus, congrefs have by thefe 
different acts, transferred the power over the 
purfe and the {word, vefted in them by the 
conftitution, to the prefident, and fhewn us, 
what we always predicted, the abfurdity of 
written conttitutions. 


The oppofition to the war fyftem, by the re- 
publican members in congr efs, was tco {trong 
to warrant John Adams in going any greater 
lengths than he did; and too weak mot to give 
great hopes that he would finally fucceed ; 
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What could not be accomplifhed by fair argu- 
ment, was attempted by alarm and profecu~ 
tions. In raifing the firft, our friend Harper 
had an excellent talent. ‘The public mind was 
kept in fufpence, while he was purfuing his 
threads and clues—and no fooner had he loft 
the end of one clue, than he found another, 
which led him into tubs with falfe bottoms, 
ladies toilettes, and tailors fhops. 


That political engine which we call addreffes, 
and which has been fo fuccefsfuly ufed here, to | 
give a bias to public opinion, was reforted to, 
and found extremely efficacious; and, to give 
| a more fudden impulfe to our f yftem, I fell 
| upon the lucky idea of mounting ve black or 
| Englifh cockade, in oppofition to the tri-co- 
| loured one, worn by the French. Iwas im- 
mediately followed by all the Englifh party, the 
federalifts, and all the weak minded and timo- 
rous, evenamong the republicans. Ihad hopes 
by this means of bringing matters to a crifis ; 
| and did not doubt, but an engagement would 
take place, between the men with, and thofe 
| without cockades, In this, however, I was de- 
ceived. ‘The republicans were determined to 
remain quiet, notwithftanding the infults and 
provocations we conftantly gave them, at every 
opportunity. 





At this period the various parties in the Bri- 
tifh intereft, feconded each others endeavours 
with great animation. The prefident let flip 
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no.opportunity of villifying the French and of 
recommending ftrong meafures, ftanding ar- 
mies, navies and national debts. In congrefs, 
the fame ideas were re-echoed, and all his meéa- 
fures carried, againft a feeble refiftance from 
thofe chatterers, Nicholfon, Gallatin, Living- 
fton, &c. ‘The judges were exerting them- 
felves, in many parts of the union, againft the 
Jicentioufnefs of the prefs ; and in cafes where 
their power failed, we had fome active armed 
citizens, who knew how to do us fummary juf- 
tice by club law. The commiflioners had ar- 
rived from France, after performing that cu- 
rious farce of a negociation, which has not its 
equalin the annals of diplomacy. Indeed every 
thing was ripe for bold and decided meafures. 
An open, irreconcilable, and exterminating war 
again{ft France: an alliance offenfive and defen- 
five with Great Britain: John Adams appointed 
prefident for life, and the fenate authorized to 
choofe a family in which that dignity fhould be 
hereditary. Thefe fhould have been the mea- 
{ures at that time purfued, while republicans 
were objects of contempt and their principles 
almoft univerfally exploded: -when, in fad, 
they could make no refiftance. How often 
have I dwelt upon this enlivening fubject to 
Harper and the reft, who all approved of the 
project; and I believe warmly advocated it, 
with the old man, who was to act a principal 
partinthe drama. This old gentleman, though 
extremely anxious for its fuccefs, wifhed, that 
other peaple fhould take. the burden of the la- 
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-bour, and for that purpofe called the council of 
Trenton.. ‘To that affembly, unfortunately 
for us, was called a certain cautious chief, 
-whofe approbation was’ by fome thought abfo- 
lutely neceffary: He was, as ufual, for flow 
and circumfpeéctive meéafures, and could not be 
‘brought to fee the neceflity of an immediate 
rupture with France, a ‘coalition with Eng- 
dand, or the propriety of then introducing an 
‘hereditary firft magiftrate, againft the fenfe of 
the republicans, whom he ftill deemed too 
formidable to affront. The fword in oné hand, 
and the olive branch in the other, was his fa- 
vourite maxim, 


Among thofe who attended this celebrated 
‘council, not one joined with him in opinion. 
But the old gentleman, and fome .others, 
thought it abfolutely neceffary to yield to it; 
© becaufe no fcheme of fuch magnitude could be 
accomplifhed without his approbation. His 
man ‘Timothy, and Alexander Hamilton, how- 
ever, did not think the opinion or approbation 
of one man, however refpeétable, a fufficient 
reafon for giving up a project, on which the 
future glory of themfelves and America to 
much depended; and have therefore, ever 
fince, held the old gentleman in fovereign cone 
tempt for his culpable indecifion. 


Three commiflioners were accordingly dif- 
patched on another miffion to France, but it is 
thought they have fecret orders not to finifh 


QO. q the 





























f 262 Y 


the negociation until the event of the approach- 
ing election for prefident be Known. | 


In the mean while, thofe who iieiee artp- 
ture with France, and every friend to Great 
Britain throughout the ftates, feeing themfelves 
only trifled with, flackened their exertions : 


-the declenfion of our caufe was the natural con- 


fequencé, and the republicans, raifing their 
heads, began to triumph in their turn. The 
firft convincing proof we had of their ftrength 
was the election of chief juftice M’Kean, a vio- 
lent hot-headed jacobin, to be governor of 
Pennfylvania. As I had always looked forward 
to that election, as the touchftone by which I 


could beft try the {trength of the parties; I had 


refolved, if he fucceeded, to retire from Ame- 
rica, as confidering. my exertions. no longer 
ufeful, and myfelf liable: to frequent profecu- 
tiohs. from thé " vindidtive {pirit of my triumph- 
ant enemies: and my readers willallow £.had 


no reafon to place any reliance on a Philadelphia 


jury. I.therefore “nought it prudent to retire 
from the fangs of jacobinifm, where I could 
expec no mercy, and only ftaid in New-York 
till I could coHeét fome of my outftanding debts. 
During my fhort ftay in that city I was deter- 
mined not to be idle. [had an account to fettle 
with the American Sangrado. It was but juf- 
tice to myfelf and the world to fet that matter 
in a clear point of view; as through the ma- 
chinations of my enemies, I had no opportunity 
of doing it on the trial. "I therefore wrote ny 
five firft numbers of the *‘ Rufh-Light.” 
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It is impoflible for me'to fay, what will cure 
that fever which prevails every autumn in a 
greater or lefs degree in the towns of America, 
but of this we are certain, that exceffive bleed- 
ing is not the cure; and there is great reafon 
to believe, that exceffive bleeding changes the 
common remitting or even intermitting fever, 
into that rapid fatal fever which is common to 
hot countries; andI {till infift upon it, that I 
do good to mankind, when I expofe that fyftem 
from which no good has: arifen ; and the doctor 
who {o obftinately and culpably perfifts in it ; 
although it is out of my power, as all the doc- 


tors fay it is out of theirs, to prefcribe a certain 
{pecific. 


In returning to the bofom of my country, I 
thought it would be doing fome of my coun 
trymen an effential fervice, by giving them an 
idea of the people, the parties, and prefent {tate 
ef America. For a long period of years they 
will be our beft cuftomers, whatever may be 
the trifling changes in their political affairs at 
home. 


The merchants, on tlhe one hand, and the 
holders of unoccupied back lands, on the other, 
will prevent, for the next century at leaft, a 
good fyftem of hufbandry, or the arts, from be~ 
ing eftablifhed in America. 


The holders of back lands are endeavouring, 
by every means in their power, to attract the 
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current of population into different directions, 
through a country of boundlefs extent ; fo that 
the population of the interior will never be fo 
much condenfed as to make manual labour 
cheap, or favourable for manufacturies, and 
an improved ftate of agriculture; and, every 
body knows, that the fea ports of any country 
are unfavourable fituations for the arts (except 
the fine arts, to a certain degree). 


Befides, it is the intereft of the American 
merchants to prevent their eftablifhment. 


It is more fortunate for England than Ame- 
rica, that the latter poffeffes fuch unbounded 
territory. ‘* Where Jand is fo eafily obtained, 
it is never managed with due attention. The 
incentives to the exercife of fkill are. taken 
away. After having exhaufted one f{pot, the 
farmer removes to another: grounds which 
once carried hiccory and oak, abandoned in 
their impoverifhed ftate, return to nature, and 
bear fecondary forefts of pine. Local attach- 
ments are diffolved, and a vagabond life be- 
comes familiar to the inhabitants.” There is 
but a fhade of difference betwixt a back wood{- 
man and an Indian ; and if it were left for me 
to fay which was the fuperior being, I fhould 
determine it in favour of the Indian. If I were 
to confider the extenfive country of America as 
a large eftate, the property of an individual, I 
fhould not hefitate to tell that individual that 
more of his lands were annually laid by, as worn 
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out, than were brought into an improved {tate 
of hufbandry ; and that he was like fome of our 
young lords, who cut down their woods, the 
favings of an hundred years, to {pend at the 
gaming table. 


Thefe. are circumftances under which Ame- 
rica lie, that cannot be prevented by any go- 
vernment. Their population uf? be diffuled 
over the interior ; their lands half cultivated, 
and their clothing imported from abroad. 
That nation, therefore, which can fell the 
cheapeft, and give the greateft credit to the 
merchant, will always have the preference. 


‘¢ Manufaétures cannot live, much _lefs 
*¢ thrive, without honour, fidelity, punctuality, 
public and private faith, a facred refped& to 
property, and the moral obligation of pro- 


<< 
<< 
CC 
ce 
¢¢ 
a3 
GC 
“< 
<¢ 


mifes and contracts; virtues and habits 
which never did, and never will generally 
prevail in any populous nation, without a 
decifive, as well as an intelligent and honeft 
government. The fcience of political eco- 
nomy, is but a late ftudy, and is not yet ge- 
nerally underftoodamong us.” (Americans.) 


So fays John Adams, their prefent prefident ; 
and, in this, we perfectly agree in opinion. 

















TO THE 


PEOPLE 


OF THE 


UNITED STATFS OF AMERICA, 


Wurst Ilived among you, Iwas confidered 
by one half the Americans, and thofe the moft 
intelligent, as one of the beft friends to the two 
countries ; and by the factious jacobins, men of 
narrow and felfifh views, as the greateft pofflible 
enemy of America. 


If I had been your real enemy, would I have 
given myfelf the trouble to advife you againtt 
dangerous connections? Is it a mark of enmity 
to a young man when you fhew him the depra- 
vity of the company he hankers after, or warn 
him of the dreadful confequences, which is 
likely to enfue, from a conneétion with athielts, 
murderers and rebels! A young man of no ex- 
perience might probably think you his enemy, 
and treat you with difdain and contempt, for 
your good intentions; but that does not alter 
the nature of the thing. You would be forry 
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that your admonitions were ineffectual, and 
confole yourfelf with a good confcience, and 
the pleafing reflection of having done your 


duty. This is exactly my cafe with refped to 


you. Ifawthe dreadful precipice over which 
you were placed, and juft ready to precipitate 
yourlelves. I faw alfo, the gay {cenes of wealth, 
riches, and profperity, which awaited you, if 
you would only retrace your fteps. I therefore 
warned you of the one, and invited you to the 
other. I warned you of engaging with regicide 
France. I pointed out the ignorance and ftu- 
pidity of fome of your-own citizens, who en- 
couraged fuch a connection ; and the villany of 
fome foreign vipers whom you nourifhed in 
your bofom, only to fting you to the heart. 
Did I not daily, and without ceafing, admonifh 
you againft {uch connections, which I was fure 
would bring you to ruin and difgrace; and, in 
the moft friendly manner, advifed you to join 
cordially and affectionately, forgetting all ani- 
mofities, with that powerful nation, wlio nurfed 
you in your tender infancy, and reared you 
into manhood; protecting you at all times; 
and driving far from you thofe infidious neigh- 
bours, the French, who, in poffeflion of Canada 
and Louifiana, would have been a thorn in your 
fide, and a {courge to your back forever? was 
it not my wifh that you fhould join with that 
nation, who, {peaking the fame language, is 
formed by nature to be a lafting friend; and who 
has only the power, by her outftretched arm, 
the navy, to protect you from foreign infult ! 


Ungrateful © 
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Ungrateful Pennfylvanians ! was it for thefe 
unequivocal teftimonies of my fincere wifhes 
for your happinefs, that I was profecuted, my 
life rea and finally obliged to leave the 
country ! Could you not have fenfe enough to 
perceive that my admonitions were preferable 
to the ravings of that UnitedIrifh. Aurora man, 
Duane, the advocate of regicides, the enemy 
of his own country and the juftifier of rebel- 
lion? As far as his condué regards myfelf I 
forgive him; we ftood.on even ground, and 


‘fought with the fame weapons; but that you 


fhould withdraw your protection from one who 
volunteered in your fervice, and haften to fub- 
{cribe to the calumnies of mine and your own 
enemy, fills me with aftonifhment. I, whom, 
at one time, all Philadelphia, nay all America, 
revered and looked up to, as the oracle of 
truth; without once deviating from the path 
of rectitude, which I had laid down for my 
conduct, was by you, ungrateful people, 
fhamefully abandoned. How many protefta- 
tions and promifes of eternal friendfhip, pro- 
te¢tion and encouragement have I not received 
from the leaders of your federal party, from 
the thunderer Dayton, in congrefs, down to 
Wharton, your thundering mayor. Thofe 
falfe promifes, and deceitful proteftations, 


without giving me pain, convinces me that 


there can be no fteadinefs or virtue in a re- 
public; and, if there be any truth inthe maxim 
of Monte {quieu that ‘* virtue mult be the foun- 
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dation of republics,” yours mut foon fall, fince 
it is without a foundation. | 


Whilft I publithed PorcuPine’s GAZETTE; 
three objects feemed to be neceflary to the re- 
eftablifhment of your-virtue and happinefs, and 
confequently, claimed my attention. Firft, A 
powerful executive, with a ftanding army 
at his command—Secondly,’ Hoftility againft 
France, and a deteftation of her crimes— 
Thirdly, An alliance with Great-Britain, and 
an imitation of her probity and good faith. I 
fhall now, perhaps for the laft time, touch a 
little on each of thefe fubjeéts—and firft, I fhalt 


afk, of what ufe is a government or laws, 
without power inthe one, to enforce the other ? 


my opponents urge, that a militia is equal to 
every purpofe of defence or offence. If fo, it 
muft be conftituted upon far different princi- 
ples from that of the United States, row be- 
come confederated. 


One of the principal dangers to be appre- 
hended under your government, is, the rebel- 
lion of one or more of the ftates, who may 
chance to have governors, or legiflatures, ini- 
mical to the federal government. In that cafe, 
what dependance could a prefident place’ in 
officers of the militia appointed by fuch a go- 
vernor? Is it not within our remembrance, 
when two rebellions broke out in Pennfylvania, 
that the governer was ftrongly fufpected of 
abetting thofe rebellions’? Neither Washington 
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yor Adams durft place the command of the 
troops employed in the expeditions againft 
thofe rebels, in the governor of the ftate; nor 
even truft too many. of the Pennfylvania mi- 
litia on thofe expeditions. For that reafon, 
the militia of the neighbquring ftates were 
haraffed with a long march, of feveral hundred 
miles, to quell rebellions, which would have 
been completely crushed by half a regiment of 
regular troops, under the abfolute control of 
the prefident, and ftationed in fome central fi- 
tuation upon the Sufquehannah, ready to march 
to any quarter of the ftate, Thus 16 regiments 
of foot and 16 troops of horfe; one for every 
{tate, would completely hold in check all dif- 
orders, andmake the will of congrefs implicitly 
obeyed through the union, At prefent, your 
militia can only be ufed as a political engine; 
and can an{wer no other than factious purpofes. 
Why do we fee, in a country boafting of equa- 
lity, a fet of citizens intrude themfelves upon 
the public, as the feleé& defenders of their coun- 
try? When a man has arms in his hands, the 
tranfition from a defender to an offender is fo 
eafy, that no man ought to be fuffered to vo- 
lunteer. himfelf in that bufinefS. It would feem 
as if national virtue was afleep, and the mafs of 
the people dilatory in their duty, when volun- 
teers are wanted. Have you ever read in any 
book which treats of liberty and equal rights, 
that volunteering is a republican principle.’ 
If you admit of volunteers to defend the laws, 
why not admit of volunteers to adminifter them, 
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even to make them? If volunteer foldiers, 
why not volunteer conftables, fheriffs, go 
vernors, and prefidents? why all this trouble 
about election, or why boaft of a reprefentative 
government, when, in fome inftances, thefe 
volunteer foldiers may decide the fate of the 
ftates? Can you not perceive, O filly Ameri- 
cans! that in thefe volunteer corps, lics the 
germ of fedition and diforganization; and, 
that they are thetools of fa&tion? ‘To render an 
armed force of public utility, there muft be 
harmony and confent of parts} but what har- 
mony can fubfift betwixt the prefidential volun- 
teer guards, under Macpherfon, and M’Kean’s 
guards, under Duane? But the prefident, too 
fenfible of the jarring elements of which thefe 
volunteer corps aré compofed, I hear, has dif- 
banded Macpherfon’s blues, hopitig that M’Kean 
would do the fame by the tepublican blues. 
But M’Kean has not fo much politenefs. The 
cunning old fox thinks, that the prefident may 
re-affume his arms in another form, before he 
could be prepared, andtherefore is determined 
not to be lulled into a fatal fecurity. 


_ But why fhould a regular army be fuch a bug _ 
bear to. America? or why do you with to have 
a prefident without power? Would it not be 
as unréafonable to expect a {choolmafter could 
dohis duty without a rod, or a coachman with- 
out his whip; as a prefident without an army? 
As long as it is in the nature of fome men to be 
refractory, fo long muft the government have 
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a power uble to reftrainthem. Hear what John 
Adams himfelf fays upon this fubje@. ‘* If 
‘* there is one truth to be collected from the’ 
hiftory of all ages, it is this; that the peo- 
ple’s rights and liberties and the democra- 
tical mixture in a conftitution, can never be 
-preferved, without a./?rong executive.” And 
what can make him /rong, Bet an army, are- 
gular army, entirely at his command? ‘The 
inilitia to him is nothing, officered as it is, by 
élection ; and whofe fele& volunteer corps may. 
be every one of them his avowed enemies. 
How would Ifrael Ifrael like to have his fervants 
appointed by Robert Wharton? Or how could 
Ke truft or depend upon fervants fo appointed! 
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Duane may, perhaps, telf you, that by an 
army at the devotion of the prefident, you 
might lofe your liberties. Yes, you would lofe 
the liberty of doing mifchief, of being feditious, 
and infulting your rulers as'you do now on 
every occafion; nay the very fuftering fuch a 
man as Duane among you is a continual, a ftand- 
ing infult to. the prefident ;. but furely an army 
would never rob you of the liberty of culti- 
vating your farms, of bringing your produce 
fo market, or fending your fhips to fea. 


No. A file of mufketeers might, indeed, 
fometimes affift the collector in collecting the 
taxes; but then, you may readily perceive that 
fuch a feafonable precaution, would have effec- 
tirally prevented two very formidable infur- 
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rections. A {mall force might be very judi- 
cioufly applied at elections, to keep the peace 
and prevent thoufands of barrels from being 
burnt, and the city endangered by fire; but 
he muit be a very captious jacobin indeed, who 
would pretend to fay that the right of futfrage 
could be thereby infringed. And if a fer- 
jeants’ command, fhould be ordered to attend 
in the courts of juftice, to filence that buzzing 
noife too frequent on trials for fedition, &c. 
it would certainly forward the caufe of juftice. 
How fhameful it is to fee a reverend judge, in 
the middle of a pleading, be obliged to bawl 
out tothe fovereign people, with face as red as 
{carlet, and eyes flafhing fire; to the difgrace 
of juftice, the bench and the laws? All this 
would be remedied by having three or four file 
of foldiers difperfed through the hall. Even 
the ravings of the democrats in congrefs might 
be kept in check, by a few grenadiers advancing 


au pas de charge, and headed by aMacpherfon —. 


or a Miercken. 


Many are the advantages which would re- 
{ult from a ftrong executive. Harmony and 
peace would then reign from Vermont to 
Georgia; and not a whifper of difcontent 
would be heard through the wide extent of the 
union. Not a fingle jacobin would then be 
found to difturb the harmony of the focial or- 
ders ; andthe country would be no longer bored 
with dull, ftupid and lying gazettes. But you 
are afraid of the expenfe. What! an extenfive 
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and populous nation, afraid of the expenfeof fup- 
porting a {mall military eftablifhment! you ought 
to be ever afhamed to mention the expenfe, 
when you know its utility. Twenty thoufand 
infantry and ten thoufand cavalry, with atrain 
of artillery in proportion, would be quite fufs 
ficient to make a beginning. This would be 
nothing, efpecially when you fhall know that I 
intend to recommend to you a total direlection 
of a navy. WhenI come to recommend to you 
an intimate connection with Great Britain, it 
will be feen that a navy can be of no uie.ta 
America, becaufe that of Great Britain would 
be fufficient for all the purpofes of both nations. 


If you will not be convinced by this reafon- 
ing, of the neceffity and propriety of ftrength~ 
ening the executive arm, you would not be 
convinced though one rofe from the dead. 


Let me, however, intreat youto fhun all cons 
nections with that den of monfters, France. 
Their crimes and impieties are of a contagious 
nature; and are capable of infecting the poli- 
tical and moral-atmofphere of every nation. 
Why do you run from the yellow fever ? Have 
you not always found your beft fafety in flight? 
Andis it not the fame in the moral as in the na- 
tural world? Attend tothe old maxim, ‘* Evil 
communication corrupts good manners.” And 
although your manners cannot be corrupted, 
your morals may. It may be faid, indecd, 
with too much truth, that you can fwindle, 
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deceive, lie and be ungrateful; and that thefe 
péeccadilloes are become fo common, as not to 
wound the confcience of an American. But 
you are not yet cannibals! you have not yet 
arrived at that degree of turpitude, as to take 
a pleafure in killing and eating the man who 
fhould differ from you in opinion—you might 
empty his purfe—witnefs the s000 dollar jury 
bufinefs—but the extent of your vengeance to 
his perfon would never, I apprehend, go beyond 
gouging out his two eyes. But do you think 
you would be able to retain your virtue after a 
connection with regicide France? No! inftead 
of thofe flight punifliments inflited upon Duane, 
by Miercken, or on the printcr at Reading, by 
the Lancafter heroes, or the fpitting fracas in 
congre{s, in the event of-a leapue with France, 
on fuch occafions we fhould have heard of 
Duane, Dallas, Leib, Coxe, Lyon, Gallatin, &c. 
making a proceflion to the guillotine ; and in a 
month afterwards, Cobbett, Harper, Otis, 
Grifwold and Fenno going the fame road. 
You are bad; and for that very reafon, you 
would be fooner made worfe, by bad company. 
As a proof that you are apt fcholars at a bad 
leffon, you may remember how foon gambling 
became a favourite amufement with you, when 
it was introduced in 1795-6 by the French arif- 
tocrats. You not only fell rapidly into the 
horrid vice of gaming, but you foon excelled 
your exemplars; for they pradtifed it only to 
pafs the time, having nothing elfe to do; and 
always played fair; win or lofe they were 

peaceable. 
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peaceable. But as for you, fo eager was your 
thirft for play, that you neglected your bufinefs ; 
—gambled with other people’s money ;—and, 
when you were on the lofing fide, a quarrel was 
generally raifed, to confufe the keeper of the 
bank, that he might be robbed with greater 
facility. 


Did not the women alfo follow, in their awk- 
ward manner, the vile fafhions of the French 
ladies? fothat your fervant girls, in whom fome 
years ago one might obferve a decent fimplicity, 
were, in 96, all tricked off like French ac- 
treffes, or filles de joie ; and the ftreets of Phi- 
jadelphia put me in mind of the Palais Royal. 


If in thefe things you made fuch fudden ac- 
quirements, why will you truft yourfelves in a 
treaty with that nation? In an intercourfe thus 
opened, and the fubjects of either country paff- 
ing and repafling, how will it be poflible to 
prevent an inundation of French principles? 
Did not doctor Logan import fo much of that 
vile commodity, on his return from his jacobinic 
miflion, that I (and I believe every other honeft 
man) durft hardly walk the ftreets for three 
months afterwards? Such an impulfe did it 
give, to the latent jacobinic {pirit diffufed over 
the country. . 


Prefervation from French principles, French 
vices, and French difeafes, are not the only 
reafons which fhould induce you to avoid 
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French connections ; you ought to avoid offend- 
ing that power, who can give you the greateft 
aflittance, or°annoyance, in the event of a war. 
France, now become a republic, can no longer 
affift you, as fhe did formerly under the mo- 
narchy; fhe had then a formidable navy, 
which, with that of Spain, nearly balanced that 
of Great Britain. At prefent her navy is to- 
tally annihilated, except a few old hulks, fo 
rotten as to be unfit for fervice, lying in the 
ports of Breft and Toulon, and which would 
fink with the firft gale of wind. 


At the end of the war, France, without a 
navy, will be incapable of holding a connection 
with any diftant part of the globe. How are 
the few merchant fhips fhe has, to be protected? 
‘I hey may clear out for the Eaft-Indies, China, 
the Weft-Indies, or America, but they will in- 
fallibly arrive in a Britifh port. 


So, you fee, that without a navy they are in- 
capable, (to uie the words of our virtuous mi- 
nifter) ‘* to maintain the cuftomary relations 
of peace and friendfhip.” It is not only im- 
prudent and impolitic, but impoflible, to form 
a lalting connection with republican. France ; 
fhe mult dwindle down to a third rate power 
among the nations; and, in that ftate, fur- 
rounded as fhe is by powerful neighbours, fhe 
will be peckt at, from time to time, till at Jaft 


her name will be blotted out of the map of Eu- 
rope, 
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We may calculate the progrefs of her down- 
fal by what fhe has loft in this war: an empire 
in the Eaft-Indies: another in the Weft; and 
the riches of another empire, in the lofs of her 
trade ; fo that we may fairly fay, without exag- 
geration, that fhe has loft three-fourths of her 
former greatnefs. And this is the nation you 
would form a connection with. In your pri- 
vate concerns no one could charge you with fuch 
inconfiftency, or imprudence. Who are there 
in Philadelphia, who would truft a man a fingle 
dollar, if it were known that he intended to take 
the benefit of the bankrupt a&? And yet, 
though you know France has become bankrupt, 


nothing can perfuade you from courting her 
alliance ! 


Would it not be much more to your intereft 
as individuals, and your aggrandizement as a 
nation, to court the favour of Great Britain, 
who, commanding the ocean with her fleet, 
holds, as it were, the deftinies of the world in 
her hands. I1f you were to be invaded by 
France or Spain, fromLouifiana, her myrmidons 
would pour to your afliftance from Canada ; 
and if the black nations from the Antilles were 
to undertake a buccaneering expedition from 
St. Domingo, how foon would his majefty’s 
fleet, always ready on the North-eaft coafts of 
America, be able to give a good account of. 
thefe marauders. 


But the faving, which would accrue to the 
United 
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United States, in the event of a union with 
England, is a fubje& which above all others 
merits your attention, a fubjecé too, to which 
true born Americans can never turn a deaf ear. 
I need not remind you of the immenfe fums 
your paltry navy has already coft you; a navy 
which would perifh in two months, if Great 
Britain only frowned upon it. But fhe is mer- 
ciful. She wifhes to bring you to your fenfes, 
rather by common reafon, time and patience, 
than by the a/timo ratio regum. 'Thofe great 
fums fquandered upon a navy, might every 
farthing of it be faved; for the moft fhallow 
politician among you, muft know, that the Bri- 
tifh fleet is more than fufficient to proteé& the 
trade of both countries, and to annihilate any 
fleet in exiftence, or prevent the creation of 
one contemplated by any nation. But, as 
this fubject may be touched upon more at large 


in a future Rufh-Light, I muft for the pr efent 
bid you adieu. 





WILLIAM COBBETT, 
London, Auguft 30, 1800. 
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The Swiftsure Line of Stages, 
Running from New York and Philadelphia, 
By the shortest, cheapest, safest, and most pleasant road, 


Through Newark, Springfield, Scotch-Plains, Union Camp, 
Bound-book, Millstone, Pennington, Newtown, Bustleton, and 


Frankford. | 


THE SWIFTSURE 


Starts from New- Y ork at 9 o’clock every day'(Sundaysexcept+ 
ed) and arrives at Philadelphia, early the next evening. 


From{Philadel phia it starts from the Green Tree, Nc, 50 North 
Fourth street, at 8 o'clock every morning, and arrives at New 
York early the next evening. 


Fare for passengers 5 dollars, way passengers 6 cents per mile. 
Fach passenger allowed 14lb of baggage. One hundred and fif- 
ty weight of baggage to pay the same as a passerwer. 


All baggage to be at the risk of the owner, unless insured 


and receipted for by the clerks of the diiferent offices. Rate of 
imsurance one per cent. 


*,.*" Apply to WILLIAM VANDERVOORT, No. 48 Court- 
land Street, N. E. Corner of Greenwich Street, New York, and 


* JOHN M‘CALLA, No, 50 North Fourth Street Fhiladel- 
Pp lla, 
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JUST PUBLISHED, 
And for Sale by the booksellers in New-York, Philadelphia and 
. Baltimore, 





A SKETCH 


@F THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF THE 


YELLOW FEVER, 


In the Year 1799; 


With Evidences of its Foreign Origin, and of the different modes 
of treatment. 


To which is annexed, 

Two interesting Letters from Doctor D. Hosack, Professor of 
Botany and Materia Medica in Columbia College, respecting the 
origin of the Yellow Fever in New-York, and the most ettica- 
cious mode of treating that disease. 

By WILLIAM CURRIE, 
Fellow of the College of Physicians, and Memb, of the Am. 
Philosophical Society. 











THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE; 
WITH A DEFENCE OF THE WORK, 
And a translation of the Greek, Latin, French, and Italian 
‘ quotations, is now in the press of “ 
Mr. JOHN DICKINS or PuiLapeELlpata, 
And will make its appearance some time in the month of 
April. The specimens which the public have already seen of 
the neatness and correctness of Mr. Dickins’s press, are sufficient 
to ensure eneouragement to this new, great and laudable un- 
dertaking. 
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Porcurine’s Works will be published in Lonpon, Rush’s det 
structive seizure at Philadelphia nearly spoiled that part of the edition, winch 
was printed there, and I find that the duty on the sets to be sent to England, 
Jamaica, &c. would amount to more than the print and paper of what I have 
already done. The work will, besides, be done better in London; and, in 
that Civy, there are no philanthropick juries.—Part of the copy is already sent 
forward, Togetthe work out here will unavoidably take some time, but I 
trust that the increase of matter, which that time will give rise to, and the 
great advantages to be derived from perfect freedom in the printing and pub- 
lishing, will be looked upon as an ample compensation for the delay.’ If, 
however, there be, amongst the few American subscribers who have paid in 
advance, any one that dislikes the alteration of my plan, I am ready upon the 
first intimation, to return him his money. 

(<g- All applications to be supplied with these works, are requested to be 
male before the first of May next, because, at that time, the num ber of sets, 


@ be brought io America will be fixed on oie : 
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